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PRIMITITE CHRISTIANITY EEVIYED. 



EPISTLE TO THE EEADEJTi 

By this short treatise, thou wilt perceive the 
subject of itj viz : The hght of Christ in man, as 
the manifestation of God's love for man's happi- 
ness. Forasmuch as this is a peculiar testimony 
and characteristic of the people called Quakers, 
and their great fundamental in religion ; that by 
which they have been distinguished from other 
professors of Christianity in their time, and to 
which they refer all people about faith, worship, 
and practice, both in their ministry and writings; 
that as the fingers shoot out of the hand, and the 
branches from the body of the tree ; so true relig- 
ion, in ail the parts and articles of it, springs from 
the Holy Spirit in man ; and because the prejudi- 
ces of some are very great against tliis people and 
their way; and others, who love their seriousness, 
and commend their good life, are yet^ through 
mistakes^ or want of inquiry, under jealousy of 
their unsoundness in some points of faith; and 
that there arc not a few in all persuasions, who 
desire earnestly to know and enjoy God in that 
sensible manner which this people speak of, and 
who seem to long after a state of holiness and ac- 
ceptance with God; but are under doubts and 
despondiugs of attaining it, from the want they 
find in themselves of inward power to enable them, 
and are unacquainted with this efficacious agent, 
which God hath given and appointed for their 
supply ! 

For these reasons and motives, I have taken in 
hand to write this small tract, of the nature and 
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virtue of the light of Christ within man ; what 
and where it is, and for what end, and therein of 
the religion of the people called Quakers; that at 
the same time, all people may be informed of their 
true character, and what true religion is, and the 
way to it, in this age of high pretences and as 
deep irreligion. That so the merciful visitation 
of the God of light and love, more especially to 
ihese nations, both immediately and instrumen- 
tally, for the promotion of piety, which is religion 
indeed, may no longer be neglected by the inhab- 
itants thereof, but that they may come to see and 
say, with heart and mouth, This is a dispensation 
of love and life from God to the world ; and this 
poor people, whom we have so much despised, and 
so often trodden upon, and treated as the off- 
scouring of the earth, are the people of God, and 
children of the Most High. Bear with me, reader, I 
know what I say, and am not high-minded, but fear; 
I write with humility towards God, though with 
confidence towards thee. Not that thou shouldst 
believe upon my authority, nothing less ; for that is 
not to act upon knowledge, but trust; but that 
thou shouldst try and approve what I write : for 
that is all I ask, as well as all 1 need for thy con- 
viction, and my own justification. 

And when thou, reader, shalt come to be ac- 
quainted with the Holy Spirit, and the plain and 
happy teachings of it, thou wilt, with us, admire 
that thou shouldst have lived so long a stranger 
to what was so near thee, and as much wonder 
that others should be so blind as not to see it, as 
formerly thou thoughtest us singular for obeying 
it. The day I believe is at hand, that will de- 
clare this with an uncontrolable authority, because 
it will be with an unquestionable evidence. 

I have done, reader, with this preface, when I 
have told thee. First, that I have stated the prin- 
c iple, and opened as God has enabled me, the na- 
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tiire and virtue of it in religion ; wherein tiio com- 
mon doctrines and articles of the Chrisitian religion 
are delivered ; ahont which, I have endeavoured 
to express myself in plain and proper terms, and 
not in figurative, allegoricalj or doisbtfnl phrnses; 
that so 1 may leave no room for an equivocal or 
doable sense; but that the truth of the subject 1 
treat upon, may appear easily and evidently to 
every common understanding. Next I have eon- 
firmed what I have written by ScripturCj reason, 
and the effects of it upon so great a people ; whose 
uniform concurrence iuthe experience and practice 
thereof, through ail times and siiiJeringSj since we 
were a people^ challenge the notice and regard of 
every serious reader. Thirdly, I tiave written 
briefiy, that so it might be every one's reading. 
Much iti a little is best, when we see daily that 
the riclier people grow, the less money or time they 
have for Uod or religion. And perliaps those who 
would not bny a large book, may rind in their 
hearts to give away some of these for their neigh- 
bor's good. Be serioiiSj reader, be impartial, and 
then be as inqnisitive as thou canst ; and that for 
thine OAvn soul, as well as the credit of this most 
misunderstood and abused people. And the Cod 
and Father oflights and spirits, so bless thine, in 
the perusal of this short treatise, that thou mayest 
receive real benefit by it, to his glory and thine 
own comfort, which is the desire and end of him 
rhat wrote it ; who is in the bonds of Christian 
charity, very much and very ardentlyj 

Thy real friend, 

William Penn. 



SECTION I. 

1. Their fundamental principle, 2. The nature 
of it, 3. Called by several names. 4. They 
refer all to this, as to faith and practice, min- 
istry and worship. 

1. That which the people called Quakers lay 
down, as a main fundamental in religion, in this, 
That God, through Christ, hath placed his Spirit 
in every man, to inform him of his duty, and to 
enable him to do it ; and that those who live up 
to this, are the people of God, and those that live 
in disobedience to it, are not God's people, what- 
ever name they mav bear or profession they may 
make of religion. This is their ancient, first and 
standing testimony. With this they began, and 
this they bore, and do bear to the world. 

2. By th.s spirit they understood something that 
is Divine; and though in man, yet not of man, 
but of God ; and that it came from him, and leads 
to him all those that will be led by it. 

3. There are divers ways of speaking, which 
they have been led to use, by which they declare 
and express what this Spirit is, about which I 
think fit to precaution the reader, viz., They call 
it. The light of Christ within man, or, light within, 
which is their ancient, and most general and 
familiar phrase; also the manifestation or appear- 
ance of Christ, the witness of God, the seed of 
God, the seed of the kingdom, wisdom, the word 
in the heart, the grace that appears to all men, the 
Spirit given to every man to profit with, the Truth 
in the inward parts, the spiritual leaven, that 
leavens the whole lump of man : many of which 
are figurative expressions, but all of them such as 
the Holy Ghost hath used, and which will be used 
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iji this treatise, as they are most frequently in the 
writings and ministry of this people. But that 
Ihis variety and manner of expression may not 
occasion any misapprehension or conrusion in llie 
iniderstanding of tlie reader, I would liave liini 
know, tliat tliey always ninan hy these terms or 
cie nominations, iiot another, bnt the same as he fore 
mentioned: wliichj as 1 saidj ihovigh it he in man, 
is not of maoy hut of God^ and tli ere fore divine : 
and one in itself, thong fi diversly expressed by 
tlie holy men J according to the various manifesta- 
tions and operations thereof 

4. It is to this spirit of light, hfe. and gracej 
that this people refer all: for tliey say it is the 
great agent in religion; that, without whichj there 
is no conviction, so no conversion or regeneration: 
and consequently no entering into the kingdom of 
God. That is to say, there can be no true sight 
of sin or sorrow for it, and therefore no forsaking 
or overcoming it, nor remission or justification 
from it- A necessary and powerful Spirit indeed, 
when neither sahclification nor justification can be 
had without it. In short, there is no becoming 
vinuons, holy and good, without this; no accep- 
tance with (-"od, nor peace of soul, but throngh it 
Bnt on the contrary, that the reason of s>o mucli 
irreligion among Christians, so much snperstitioJi 
instead of devotion, and so much profession with- 
out enjoyment, and so little heari-reformaiion, is, 
because people in religion overlook the Holy Spiritj 
and leave it behind them. 

They %vill be religions without it, and Chris- 
tians without it, though this be the only means of 
making them so indeed. So natural is it to man 
in his degenerate state, to prefer sacriiice before 
obedience, and to make prayers go for practice, 
and so flatter himself with hope, by ceremonial 
and bodily service, to excuse himself to God from 
the stricter discipline of his Spirit in the soul. 



10 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY REVIVED, 

which leads man to take up the cross, deny self, 
and do that which God requires of him. This is 
every man's true religion, and every such man is 
truly religious : that is, he is holy, humble, patient, 
meek, merciful, just, kind, and charitable ; which 
they say, no man can make himself; but that the 
Holy Spirit will make all men so, who will em- 
brace the convictions and teachings of it, being 
the root of all true religion in man, and the good 
Seed from wMience all good fruits proceed. To 
sum up what they say upon the nature and virtue 
of it, as contents of that which follows, they de- 
clare that this Spirit is, first. Divine. Secondly, 
universal. Thirdly, efficacious : In that it gives 
man, 

First, the knowledge of God and of himself, 
and therein a sight of his duty and disobedience 
to it. 

Secondly, it begets a true sense and sorrow for 
sin in those that seriously regard the convictions 
of it. 

Thirdly, it enables them to forsake sin, and 
sanctifies from it. 

Fourthly, it applies God's mercies in Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins that are past, unto justifi- 
cation, upon sincere repentance and obedience. 

Fifthly, it gives to the faithful, perseverance 
unto a perfect man, and the assurance of blessed- 
ness world without end. 

To the truth of all which, they call in a three- 
fold evidence: First, the Scriptures, which give 
an ample witness, especially those of the New and 
better Testament. Secondly, the reasonableness 
of it in itself. And lastly, a general experience, 
in great measure : but particularly, their own, 
made credible by the good fruits they have brought 
forth, and the answer God has given to their 
ministry : which, to impartial observers, have com- 
mended the doctrine, and gives me occasion to 
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abstract their hislorr, in divers parlicnlarSy for a 
couctusioii to this little treatise. 



^ SECTION IL 

1. The evidence of JScripfure for ^the light of 
Christ, John i. 4. 9. 2. His DinHily. :i AH 
things created by him. 4. What he is to man^ 
£is to salvation. 

1. I SHALL hegin with tlie evidence of t!ie blessed 
Scriptures of Truth, for this Divine ligtit^ the 
first and most common word used by Ihemj to 
express and denominate it b}% as well as most apt 
and proper in this dark state of the world, 

John i. 1. In the beginning was the Word, and 
4he Word was with God^ and the Word was God. 

Verse 3. All things were made by him. 

Verse 4 In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. 

Verse 9. That was the true light, which light- 
elh every man that cometh into the world. 

2. I have begun with him, who began his his- 
tory with him that was the beginning of the 
creation of God; the most beloved disciple, and 
longest liver of all the apostles, and he who for 
excellent knowledge and wisdom in heavenly 
things, is justly entitled John the Divine. He tells 
us firstj what Christ was in the beginning, viz: 
the Word. '' In the beginning was the Word/^ 

And though that shows what the Word must 
be, yet he adds and explains, that *' the Word was 
with Godj and the Word was God ;" lest any 
should doubt of the Divinity of the Word^ or have 
lower thoughts of him than he deserved/ The 
Word theUj is Divine, and an apt term it is, that 
the evangelist styles him hy^ since it is so great an 
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expression of the wisdom and power of God to men. 

3. ^^ All things were made by him." If so, he 
wants no power. And if we were made by him, 
we must be new made by him too, or we can 
never enjoy God. His power shows his dignity, 
and that nothing can be too hard for such a suffi- 
ciency as made all things, and without which 
nothing was made, that was made. As man's 
Maker must be his husband, so his Creator must 
be his Redeemer also. 

4. *^In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men." This is our point. The evangelist first 
begins with the nature and being of the Word : 
from thence he descends to the works of the Word: 
and lastly, he tells us, what the Word is, with 
respect to man above the rest of creation, viz: 
The Word was life, and the life was the light of 
men. The relation must be very near and inti- 
mate, when the very life of the Word, that was 
with God, and was God, is the light of men : as 
if men were next to the Word, and above all the 
rest of his works ; for it is not said so of any other 
creature. 

Man cannot be without light then; no not a 
Divine light: for if this be not Divine, which is 
the life of the Divine Word, there can be no such 
thing at all as Divine or supernatural light and 
life. And the text does not only prove the Divinity 
of the light, but the universality of it also, because 
man mentioned in it, is mankind: which is yet 
more distinctly expressed in his ninth verse, ** That 
was the true light, which lighteth every man 
that Cometh into the world." Implying, that he 
that lighteth not mankind is not that true light ; 
and therefore John was not that light, but 
bore witness of him who was, and who lighteth 
every man ; to wit, the Word that took flesh : so 
that both the Divine nature, and universality of 
the light of Christ within, are confirmed together. 
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SECTION III. 

1 . How this Scripture is wrested. 2. That it is a not- 
tiral light ; 3. That it lighteth not all ; 4. That 
it is only the doctrine and life of Christ when in 
the flesh ; all answered^ and its Divinity and 
univei^sallty proved, 

1. But though there be no passage or proposition 
to be found in Holy Scripture, in which mankind 
is more interested, or that is more clearly laid 
down by theHoly Ghost, than this I have pro- 
duced, yet hardly hath any place been more 
industriously wrested from its true and plain sense : 
especially since this people have laid any stress 
upon it, in defence of their testimony of the light 
within. Some will have it to be but a natural 
light, or a part of man's nature, though it be the 
very life of the Word by whom the world was 
made, and mentioned in those verses which only 
concern his eternal power and Godhead. But be- 
cause I would be understood, and treat of things 
with all plainness, I will open the terms of the 
objection as well as I can, and then give my an- 
swer to it. 

2. If by natural be meant a created thing, as 
man is, or any thing that is requisite to the com- 
position of man, I deny it : the text is expressly 
against it, and says, the light with which man is 
lighted, is the life of the Word which was with 
God, and was God. But if by natural is only 
intended, that we have it as sure as we are born, 
or have nature; and that it is the light of our 
minds and understandings, and is not the result of 
any revelation from without, as by angels or men ; 
then we mean and intend the same thing. It is 
thus natural to man to have a supernatural light, 
and for the creature to be lighted by an uncreated 
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light, as is the life of the creating Word. And 
did people but consider the constitution of man, it 
would conduce much to preserve or deliver them 
from any dilemma upon this account. For man 
can no more be a light to his mind, than he is to 
his body. He has the capacity of seeing objects 
when he has the help of light, but cannot be a 
light to himself, by which to see them. Where- 
fore as the sun in the firmament is the light of the 
body, and gives us discerning in our temporal 
affairs ; so the life of the Word is the glorious light 
and sun of the soul- our intellectual luminary, 
that informs our mind and gives us true judgment 
and distinction about those things that more im- 
mediately concern our better and inward man. 

3. But others will have this text read thus, not 
that the Word enlightens all mankind, but that all 
who are enlightened, are enlightened by him, 
thereby not only narrowing and abusing the text, 
but rendering God partial, and so severe to his 
creatures, as to leave part of the world in darkness, 
without the means or opportunity of salvation ; 
though we are assured from the Scriptures, that 
all have light, that Christ is the light of the world, 
and that he died for all ; yea, the ungodly, and 
that God desires not the death of any, but rather 
that all should repent and come to the knowledge 
of the Truth and be saved ; and that the grace of 
God has appeared to all men, &c. 

4. There is a third sort who will needs have it 
understood, not of any illumination by a Divine 
light or spirit in man, but by the doctrine Christ 
preached, and the life and example he lived, and 
led in the world; which neither reached the thou- 
sandth part of mankind, nor can consist with what 
the apostle John intends in the beginning of his 
history, which wholly relates to what Christ was 
before he took flesh, or at least, what he is to the 
soul, by his immediate inshinings and influences. 
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It is most true, Christ was, in a sense, the light of 
the world, in that very appearance, and shined 
forth by his heavenly doctrine, many admirable 
miracles, and his self-denying life and death. Yet 
that hinders not, but that he was and is the spiri- 
tual light, which shineth more or less, in the hearts 
of the sons and daughters of men. For as he was 
a light in his life and conversation, he was only a 
light in a more excellent sense than he spoke of to 
liis disciples, when he said, Ye are the light of the 
world. But Christ the Word enlightened them, 
and enlightens us, and enlightens all men that 
come into the world ; which he could not be said 
to do, if we only regard his personal and outward 
appearance. In that sense it is long since he was 
that light, but in this he is continually so. In that 
respect he is remote, but in this sense he is present 
and immediate, else we should render the text, 
That was the true light which did lighten, instead 
of which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world. And that the evangelist might be so un- 
derstood, as we speak, he refers to this as, an 
evidence of his being the Messiah, and not John, 
for whom many people had much reverence; for 
in verse eighth, he saith of John, He was not that 
light, but was sent to bear witness of that light. 
Now comes his proof and our testimony, That was 
the true Light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world; which was not John, or 
any else, but the Word that was with God, and 
W2ts God. The evangelist did not describe him by 
his fasting forty days, preaching so many sermons, 
working so many miracles, and living so holy a 
life; and, after all so patiently suffering death, 
which yet Christ did ; thereby to prove him the 
light of the world ; but, says the evangelist. That 
was the true light, the Word in flesh, the Messiah, 
and not John, or any else, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the Vorld. So that Christ 
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is manifested and distinguished by giving light: 
and indeed so are all his followers from other peo- 
ple, by receiving and obeying it. There are many 
other Scriptures, of both Testaments, that refer to 
the light within; either expressly, or impliedly; 
which for brevity's sake, I shall waive reciting. 



SECTION IV. 

1. The virtue of the light within; it gives discern- 
ing, 2. // manifests God, 3. It gives life to 
the soul. 4. It is the apostolical message. 5. 
Objection answered about two lights. 6. About 
natural and spiritual light: not two dark^iesscs 
within^ therefore not two lights within. 7. The 
apostle John answers the objection fully : the light 
the same, I. John ii. 8, 9. 

1. The third thing, is the virtue and efficacy of 
this light for the end for which God hath given it, 
viz. To lead and guide the soul of man to blessed- 
ness. In order to this the first thing it does in and 
for man, is to give him a true sight or discerning 
of himself, what he is, and what he does; that he 
may see and know his own condition, and what 
judgment to make of himself, with respect to 
religion and a future state. Of which, let us hear 
what the Word himself saith, who cannot err, as 
John relates it, chap. iii. 20, 21. For every one 
that doth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But 
he that doth Truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds maybe made manifest, that they are wrought 
in God. A most pregnant instance of the virtue 
and authority of the light. First, It is that by 
which men ought to examine themselves. Second- 
ly, It gives a true discerning betwixt good and bad, 



PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY REVIVED. 17 

what is of God, from what is not of God. And 
lastly it is a judge, or condemeth or acqiiitteth, 
reproveth or comforteth, the soul of man, as he 
rejects or obeys it. That must needs be Divine 
and efficacious, which is able to discover to man, 
what is of God, from what is not of God ; and 
which gives him a distinct knowledge in himself, 
of what is wrought in God, from what is not 
wrought in God. By which it appears, that this 
place does not only regard the discovery of man 
and his works, but, in some measure, it manifest- 
eth God and his works also, which is yet some- 
thing higher ; for as much as it gives the obedient 
man a discovery of what is wrought or performed 
by God's power, and after his will, from what is 
the mere workings of the creature himself If it 
could not manifest God, it could not tell man what 
was God's mind, nor give him such a grounded 
sense and discerning of the rise, nature, and ten- 
dency of the workings of his mind or inward man, 
as is both expressed and abundantly implied in 
this passage of our Saviour. And if it reveals 
God, to be sure it manifests Christ, who flows and 
comes from God. Who then would oppose or 
slight this blessed light? 

2. But that this light doth manifest God, is yet 
evident from Rom. i. 19. Because that which may 
be known of God is manifest in men, for God hath 
showed it unto them. An universal proposition ; 
and we have the apostle's word for it, who was 
one of a thousand, and inspired on purpose to tell 
us the truth ; let it then have its due weight with 
us. If that which may be known of God is man- 
ifest in men, the people called Quakers cannot, 
certainly, be out of the way in preaching up the 
light within, without which, nothing can be man- 
ifested to the mind of man ; as saith the same 
apostle to the Ephesians, Eph. v. 13. Whatsoever 
doth make manifest is light. Well then may they 
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call this light a manifestation or appearance of 
God, that showeth in and to man, all that may be 
known of God. A passage much like this, is that 
of the prophet Micah, chap. vi. 8. He hath showed 
thee, O man, what is good ; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ? God 
hath showed thee, O man ! It is very emphatical. 
But how hath he showed him? Why by this 
light in the conscience, which the wicked rebel 
against. Job xxiv. 13. Who for that cause, know 
not the ways, nor abide in the paths thereof; for 
its ways are ways of pleasantness, and ail its paths 
are peace, to them that obey it. 

3. But the light giveth the light of life, which is 
eternal life, to them that receive and obey it. — 
Thus, says the blessed Saviour of the world, **I 
am the light of the world, he that followeth me 
shall not abide in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life." Now he is the hght of the world, 
because he lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world, and they that obey the light obey him, 
and therefore have the light of hfe. That is, the 
light becomes eternal life to the soul : that as it is 
the hfe of the Word, which is the light in man, so 
it becomes the life in man, through his obedience 
to it, as his heavenly light. 

4. Furthermore, this light was the very ground 
of the apostolical message, as the beloved disciple 
assures us : '' This then is the message, which we 
have heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all: 
If we say we have fellowship with him, and walk 
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth : But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin." 
Which is so comprehensive of the virtue and ex- 
cellency of the light, in reference to man, that there 
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is little need more shonld be said upon it ; foras- 
much as, first, it reveals God, and God himself is 
light. Secondly, it discovers darkness from light, 
and that there is no fellowship between them. — 
Thirdly, that man ought to walk in the light. — 
Fourthly, that it is the way to obtain forgiveness 
of sin, and sanctification from it. Fifthly, that it 
is the means to have peace and fellowship with 
God and his people, his true church, redeemed 
from the pollutions of the world. 

5. Some perhaps, may object, as indeed it hath 
been more than once objected upon us, that tbis is 
another light, not that light wherewith every man 
is enlightened. But the same apostle, in his evan- 
gelical history, tells us, that in the Word was life, 
and the life was the light of men, and that that 
very light, that was the life of the Word, was the 
true light which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. Where is there so plain a text to 
be found against the sufficiency, as well as the 
universality of the light within ; or a plainer for 
any article of faith in the whole book of God? 
Had the beloved disciple intended two lights in 
his evangelical history, and in his epistles, to be 
sure he would have noted to us his distinction : 
but we read of none, and by the properties ascribed 
in each writing, we have reason to conclude he 
meant the same. 

6. But if any shall yet object, That this is to 
be understood of a spiritual light, and that ours is 
to be a natural one, I shall desire them to do two 
things: first, to prove that a natural light, as they 
phrase it, doth manifest God, other than as I have 
before explained and allowed; since whatever is 
part of man, in his constitution, but especially in 
his degeneracy from God, is so far from yielding 
him the knowledge of God, that it cannot rightly 
reprove or discover that which offends him, with- 
out the light we speak of: and it is granted, that 
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what we call Divine, and some mistakenly call 
natural, light, can do both.* Secondly, if this light 
be natural, notwithstaning, it doth manifest our 
duty and reprove our disobedience to God, they 
would do well to assign us some certain medium, 
or way, whereby we may truly discern and distin- 
guish between the manifestations and reproofs of 
the natural light within, from those of the Divine 
light within, since they allow the manifestation of 
Cod, and reproof of evil, as well to the one, as to 
the other. Let them give us but one Scripture 
that distinguishes between a natural and a spiri- 
tual light within. They may with as much reason 
talk of a natural and spiritual darkness within. 
It is true, there is a natural proper darkness, to 
wit, the night of the outward world; and there is 
a spiritual darkness, viz: the clouded and benighted 
understandings of men, through disobedience to 
the light and Spirit of God: but let them assign 
us a third, if they can. People use, indeed, to 
say, improperly, of blind men, they are dark, and 
we may call a natural or idiot so, if we will: but 
where is there another darkness of the understand- 
ing, in the things of God 7 If they can, I say, 
find that, in and about the things of God, they do 
something. 

Christ distinguished not between darkness and 
darkness, or light and light, in any such sense; 
nor did any of his disciples: yet both have fre- 
quently spoken of darkness and light. What 
dijfference, pray, doth the Scripture put between 
spiritual darkness, and darkness mentioned in 
these places, Luke i. 7, 9. Matt. iv. 16. John i. 
5, and iii. 19, and viii. 12, 31, 46. 1 Thes. v. 4. 
1 John i. 6. Acts xxvi. 18. Rom. xiii. 12. 2 
Cor. vi. 14, 22. Eph. v. 8. Col. i. 13. Upon the 
strictest comparison of them I find none. It is all 
one spiritual darkness. Neither is there so much 
as one Scripture that affords us a distinction be^ 
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tween light within and light within; or that there 
are really two lights from God, in man, that regard 
religion. Peruse Matt. iv. 16. Luke ii. 32, and 
XV. 8. John i. 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, and iii. 19, 20, 21, and 
viii. 12. Acts xxvi. 18. Rom. xiii. 12. 2 Cor. 
iv. 6, and vi. 14. Eph. v. 8, 13. Col. i. 12. I 
Thess. V. 5. 1 Tim. vi. 16. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 1 John 
i. 5, 7, and ii. 8. Rev. xxi. 23, 24, and xxii. 5. 
We believe the greatest opposer to our assertion, 
will not be able to sever light from light, or lind 
out two lights within, in the passages here men- 
tioned, or any other, to direct man in his duty to 
God and his neighbour: and if he cannot, pray 
let him forbear his mean thoughts and words of 
the light of Christ within man, as man's guide in 
his duty to God and man. For as he must yield 
to us, that the light manifesteth evil, and reproveth 
for it; so doth Christ himself teach us of the light, 
*'For every one that doth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved." And the apostle Paul plainly saith, 
'•But all things that are reproved are made mani- 
fest by the light;'' therefore there are not two 
distinct lights M^ithin, but one and the same mani- 
festing, reproving, and teaching light within. And 
this the apostle John, in his first epistle, makes 
plain, beyond all exception, to all considerate peo- 
ple : First, in that he calls God, light, chap. i. 5. 
{Secondly, in that he puts no medium, or third 
thing between that light, and darkness, verse 6. 
*-If we say we have fellowship with. him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie," &c.; intimating, that 
men must walk either in light or darkness, and not 
in a third, or other state or region. I am sure, that 
which manifests and reproves darkness, cannot be 
darkness. This all men must confess. 

7. And as if the apostle John would have 
anticipated their objection, viz: '4t is true, your 
light within reproves for evil, but it is not there- 
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fore the Divine light which leads into higher things, 
and which comes by the Gospel ;" he thus express- 
eth himself, ** The darkness is past, and the true 
light now shineth. He that saith he is in the light, 
and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until 
now;" which is not another light than that men- 
tioned before, chap. i. For as light is put there, 
in opposition to darkness, so light here, is put in 
opposition to darkness. And as the darkness is the 
same, so must the light be the same. Wherefore 
we may plainly see, that it is not another light, 
than that which reproves a man for hating his 
brother, which brings a man into fellowship with 
God, and to the blood of cleansing, as the next 
verse speaks : therefore that light which reproveth 
a man for hating his brother, is of a Divine and 
efficacious nature. In short, that light which is 
opposite to, and reproves spiritual darkness in man 
and woman, is a spiritual light; but such a light 
is that which we confess, testify to, and maintain; 
therefore it is a spiritual light. It is also worth 
our notice, that the apostle useth the same manner 
of expression here, chap. ii. 8. The true light 
shineth, that he doth in his evangelical history, 
chap. i. 9. That was the true light: intimating 
that the same Divine Word, or true light now 
shineth; and that it is the same true light in his 
account, which reproveth such as hate their breth- 
ren: consequently, that light which so reproveth 
them, is the true light. Christ and his disciples, 
but especially his beloved one, often make that 
very light, which stoops to the lowest step of 
immorality, and to the reproof of the grossest evil, 
to be no other than the same Divine light, in a 
further degree of manifestation, which brings such 
as follow it to the light of hfe, to the blood of 
cleansing, and to have fellowship 'with God, and 
one with another: nay, not only so, but the apostle 
makes a man's being a child of God, to depend 
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upon his answering this light in a palpable and 
common case, viz : not hating of his brother; and 
strange it is that any should shut their eyes so fast 
against beholding the virtue of it, as to conclude 
it a natural and insufficient light, which is both 
unscriptural and unreasonable. Shall we slight 
it, because we come so easily by it, and it is so 
familiar and domestic to us 7 Or make its being 
so common, an argument to undervalue so inesti- 
mable a mercy? What is more common than 
light, and air, and water? And should we there- 
fore contemn them, or prize them? Prize them, 
certainly; as what we cannot live, or live com- 
fortably, without. The more general the mercy 
is, the greater, and therefore the greater obligation 
upon man to live humbly and thankfully for it. 
And to those alone that do so, are its Divine 
secrets revealed. 



SECTION V. 

1. The light the same with the spirit. It is of 
God: proved by its properties. 2. The proper- 
ties of the spirit compared with those of the light, 
3. The light and grace flow from the same 
source^ proved by their agreebig properties. 4. 
An objection answered. 6. Difference in mani- 
festation, or operation, especially in Gospel times^ 
but not in principle, illustrated. 

1. Obj. But some may say, We could willingly 
allow to the Spirit and grace of God, which seemed 
to be the peculiar blessing of the new and second 
covenant, and the fruit of the coming of Christ, all 
that which you ascribe to the light within ; but 
except it appeared to us that this light were the 
same in nature with the Spirit and grace of God, 
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we cannot easily bring ourselves to believe what 
you say in favor of the light within. 

Ans. This objection, at first look, seems to carry 
weight with it : but upon a just and serious re- 
view, it will appear to have more words than 
matter, show than substance : yet because it gives 
occasion to solve scruples, that may be thrown in 
the way of the simple, I shall attend it through- 
out. 1 say, then, if it appear that the properties 
ascribed to the light within, are the same with 
those that are given to the Holy Spirit and grace 
of God; and that those several terms or epithets, 
are only to express the divers manifestations or 
operations of one and the same Spirit, then it will 
not, it cannot be denied, but that this light within, 
is Divine and eflicacious, as we have asserted it. 
Now, that it is of the same nature with the Spirit 
and grace of God, and tends to the same end, 
which is to bring people to God, let the properties 
of the light be compared with those of the Spirit 
and grace of God. I say they are the same, in 
that, First, the light proceeds from the one Word, 
and one life of that one Word, which was with 
God and was God, John i. 4, and i. 9. Secondly, 
it is universal, it lighteth every man. Thirdly, it 
giveth the knowledge of God, and fellowship with 
him, ' Rom. i. 19. John iii. 21. 1 John i. 5,6. 
Fourthly, it manifesteth and reproveth evil, John 
iii. 20. Eph. v. 13. Fifthly, it is made the rule 
and guide of Christian walking. Psalm xliii. 3. 
John viii. 12. Eph. v. 13, 15. Sixthly, it is the 
path for God's people to go in. Psalm cxix. 105. 
Prov. iv. 18. Isaiah ii. 5. 1 John i. 7. Rev. xxi. 
24, And the nations of them that are saved, shall 
walk in the light of the Lamb. Lastly, it is the 
armour of the children of God against satan, Psalm 
xxvii. 1, The Lord is my light, whom shall I fear 1 
Rom. xiii. 12, Let us put on the armour of light. 

2. Now let all this be compared with the pro^ 
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perties of the Holy Spirit, and their agreement will 
be very manifest. First, it proceedeth from God, 
because it is the Spirit of God, Rom. vi. 11. Sec- 
ondly, it is universal. It strove with the old world, 
Gen. vi. 3. Then to be sure with the new one : 
Every one hath a measure of it given to profit 
withal, 1 Cor. xii. 7. Thirdly, it revealeth God, 
Job xxxii. 8. 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. Fourthly, it re- 
proveth sin, John xvi. 8. Fifthly, it is a rule and 
guide for the children of God to walk by, Rom. 
viii. 14. Sixthly, it is also the path they are to 
walk in, Rom. viii. 1. .^al. v. 15, Walk in the 
Spirit. Lastly, this is«^ all ; it is likewise the 
spiritual weapon of a triie Christian, Eph. vi. 17, 
Take the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God. After this, I hope none will deny that 
this light and this Spirit must be of one and the 
same nature, that work one and the same eflfect, 
and tend evidently to one and the same holy end. 
3. And what is said of the light and Spirit, may 
also, very well be said of the light and grace of 
God ; in that, First, the grace floweth from Christ, 
the Word, that took flesh, as well as the light; for 
as in him was life, and that life the light of men, 
so he was full of grace and truth, and of his fulness 
have all we received, and grace for grace, John i. 
4, 9, 14, 16. Secondly, it is universal; both from 
this text, and what the apostle to Titus teacheth ; 
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation, hath 
appeared to all men. Tit. ii. 11, 12. Thirdly, it 
manifesteth evil, for if it teaches to deny ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, it must needs detect them, 
and so says the text. Fourthly, it revealeth god- 
liness, and consequently it must manifest God.-r- 
Fifthly, it is an instructor and guide- for, says 
the apostle, It teaches to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously and 
godly in this present world, and herein is a rule of 
life, Tit. ii. 11, 12. Sixthly, it is to all that receive 



26 PRlMmVE CHRISTIANITY REtirEU. 

it, all that they can need or desire, 2 Con xii. 9f 
My grace is sufficient for thee. A high testimony 
from heaven, to the power of this teaching and 
saving grace, under the strongest temptations. 

4. Obj. But there is little mention made of the 
Spirit, and none of the grace before Christ's com- 
ing, and therefore the Spirit, as spoken of in the 
writings of the New Testament, and especially the 
grace, must be another, and a nobler thing than 
the light within. 

Ans. By no means another thing, but another 
iiame, for another manifestation or operation of 
the same Spirit. ^ It is called light from the dis- 
tinction and discerning it gives. Let there be 
light, and there was light, said God in the begin- 
ning of the old world ; so there is first light in the 
beginning of the new creation of God in man. It 
is called Spirit, because it giveth life, sense, motion, 
and vigor : and it is as often mentioned in the 
writings of the Old as New Testament ; which 
every reader may see, if he will but please to look 
into his Scripture concordance. Thus God's Spirit 
strove with the old world. Gen. vi. 3. and with 
Israel in the wilderness, Neh. ix. 30. And David 
asked, in the agony of his soul, Whither shall I 
go from thy Spirit 7 Psalm cxxxix. 7 ; and the 
prophets often felt it. It is styled grace, not from 
its being another Spirit, but because it was a fuller ' 
dispensation of the virtue and power of the same 
Divine Spirit ; and that being purely God's favour 
and mercy, and not man's merit, is aptly, and 
deservedly called the grace, favour, or good-will 
of God, to undeserving man. The wind does not 
always blow fresh, nor heaven send down its rain 
freely, nor the sun shine forth clearly; shall we 
therefore say, it is not of the same kind of wind, 
rain or light, when it blows, rains, or shines but a 
little, as when it blows, rains, or shines much? It 
is certainly the same in nature and kind; and so 
is this blessed Spirit, under all its several dispen- 
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sHtions, manifestations and operations, for the ben- 
efit of man's soul, ever since the world began. 

o. But this is most freely, humbly and thank- 
fully acknowledged by us, that the dispensation of 
the Gospel was the clearest, fullest, and noblest of 
all other ; both with regard to the coming of Christ 
in the flesh, and being our one holy offering to God 
for sin, through the eternal Spirit; and the break- 
ing forth of his light, the effusion of his Spirit, and 
appearance of his grace in, and to man, in a more 
excellent manner, after his ascension. For though 
it was not another light, or Spirit, than that which 
he had given to man in former ages, yet it was 
another and greater measure ; and that is the 
privilege of the Gospel above former dispensations. 
What before shined but dimly, shines since with 
great glory. Then it appeared but darkly, but 
now with open face. Types, figures and shadows 
veiled its appearances and made them look low 
and faint; but in the Gospel time, the veil is rent, 
and the hidden glory manifest. It was under the 
law but as a dew or small rain, but under the 
Gospel, it maybe said to be poured out upon men; 
according to that gracious and notable promise of 
God, by the prophet Joel, '4n the latter days I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh." Thus 
we say when it rains plentifully, look how it 
pours. So God augments his light, grace and 
Spirit to these latter days. They shall not have it 
sparingly, and by small drops, but fully and free- 
ly, £tnd overflowing too. And thus Peter, that 
deep and excellent apostle, applies that promise in 
Joel, on the day of Pentecost, as the beginning of 
the accomplishment of it. This is grace, and fa- 
vour, and goodness indeed. And therefore well 
may this brighter illumination, and greater effu- 
sion of the Spirit, be called grace; for as the com- 
ing of the Son excelled that of the servant, so did 
the manifestation of the light and Spirit of God, 



28 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY REVIVED. 

since the coming of Christ, excel that of the fore- 
going dispensations ; yet ever sufficient to salva- 
tion, to all those that walked in it. This is our 
sense of the light. Spirit, and grace of God : and 
by what is said, it is evident they are one and the 
same, and that he that has light, need not want 
the Spirit or grace of God, if he will but receive 
it, in the love of it : for the very Spirit, that is 
light to show him, is also Spirit to quicken him, 
and grace to teach, help, and comfort him. It is 
sufficient in all circumstances of life, to them that 
diligently mind and obey it. 



SECTION VI. 

1. An objection answered: All are not good^ 
though all are lighted. 2. Another objection 
answered^ that Gospel truths were known before 
Christ s coming, 3. Another : The Gentiles 
had the same lights though not with those ad- 
vantages : proved from Scripture. 

1. Obj. But some may yet say, If it be as you 
declare, how comes it, that all who are enlight- 
ened, are not so good as they should be ; or as you 
say this would make them 7 

Ans. Because people do not receive and obey it: 
all men have reason, but all men are not reasona- 
ble. Is it the fault of the grain, in the granary, 
that it yields no increase, or of the talent in the 
napkin, that it is not improved ? It is plain a tal- 
ent was given ; and as plain that it was improva- 
ble ; both because the like talents were actually 
improved by others, and that the just Judge ex- 
pected his talent with advantage; which else, to 
be sure, he would never have done. Now when 
our objectors will tell us, whose fault it was that 



PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY REVIVED. 29 

the talent was not improved, we shall be ready to 
tell them, why the unprofitable servant was not 
so good as he should have been. The blind must 
not blame the sun, nor sinners tax the grace, of 
insufficiency. It is sin that darkens the eye, and 
hardens the heart, and that hinders good things 
from the sons of men. If we do his will, we shall 
know of his Divine doctrine, so Christ tells us. 
Men not living up to what they know, cannot 
blame God, that they know no more. The un- 
fruitfulness is in us, not in the talent. It were 
well indeed, that this were laid to heart. But 
alas ! men are too apt to follow their sensual ap- 
petites, rather than their reasonable mind, which 
renders them brutal instead of rational. For the 
reasonable part in man, is his spiritual part, and 
that guided by the Divine logos, or word, which 
TertuUian interprets reason in the most excellent 
sense, makes man truly reasonable ; and then it is 
that man comes to offer up himself to God a rea- 
sonable sacrifice. Then a man indeed: a com- 
plete man ; such a man as God made, when he 
made man in his own image, and gave him para- 
dise for his habitation. 

2. Obj. But some yet object, If mankind had 
always the Holy Spirit, how comes it that Gospel 
truths were not so fully known before the coming 
of Christ, to those that were obedient to it. 

Ans. Because a child is not a. grown man, nor 
the beginning the end; and yet he that is the be- 
ginning, is also the end : the Spirit is the same, 
though not the manifestation. As the world has 
many steps and periods of time towards its end, 
so hath man to his perfection. They that are 
faithful to what they know of the dispensation of 
their own day, shall hear the happy welcome,' of 
"Well done, good and faithful servant." And yet 
many of God's people in those days, had a pros- 
pect of the glory of the latter times, the improve- 
a3 
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ment of religion, and the happiness of the church 
of God. 

This we see in the prophecy of Jacob and Mo- 
ses, concerning the restoration of Israel by Christ. 
So David, in many of his excellent psalms, ex- 
pressing most sensible and extraordinary enjoy- 
ments, as well as prophecies ; particularly his 2nd, 
15th, 18th, 22nd, 23rd, 25th, 27th, 32nd, 36th, 
37th, 42nd, 43rd, 45th, 51st, 84th, &c. The 
prophets are full of it, and for that reason have 
their name ; particularly Isaiah, chapters 2nd, 9th, 
11th, 25th, 28th, 32nd, 35th, 42nd, 49th, 50th, 
51st, 52nd, 53rd, 54th, 59th, 60th, 61st, 63rd, 65th, 
66th. Jeremiah also, chapters 23rd, 30th, 31st, 
33rd. Ezekiel, chapters 20th, 34th, 36th, 37th. 
Daniel, chapters 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th. Ro- 
sea, chapters 1st, 3rd. Joel, chapters 2nd, 3rd. 
Amos, chapter 9th. Micah, chapters 4th, 5th. 
Zachariah, chapters 6th, 8th, 9th, 11th, 13th, 14th. 
Malachi, chapters 3rd, 4th. This was not anoth- 
er Spirit, though another manifestation of the 
same, nor was it common, but particular and ex- 
traordinary in the reason of it. 

It was the same Spirit that came upon Moses, 
which came upon John the Baptist, and it was al- 
so the same Spirit that came upon Gideon and 
Sampson, that fell upon Peter and Paul ; but it 
was not the same dispensation of that Spirit. It 
hath been the way of God, to visit and appear to 
men, according to their states and conditions, and 
as they have been prepared to receive him, be it 
more outwardly or inwardly, sensibly or spiritu- 
ally. There is no capacity too low, or too high, 
for this Divine Spirit : for as it made and knows 
all, so it reaches unto all people. It extends to 
the meanest, and the highest cannot subsist with- 
out it. Which made David break forth in his ex- 
postulations with God, " Whither shall I go from 
thy Spirit, or whither shall I flee from thy pres- 
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ence 7 " Implying it was everywhere, though 
not everywhere, or at every time, alike. If I ^o 
to heaven, to hell, or beyond the seas, even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 
hold me. That is, there will this Divine Word, 
this light of men, this Spirit of God, find me, lead 
me, help me, and comfort me. For it is with me 
wherever I am, and wherever I go, in one respect 
or other; "When thou goest, it shall lead thee; 
when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee ; and when 
thou awakest, it shall talk with thee : " and I can 
no more get rid of it, if I would, than of myself, or 
my own nature : so present is it with me, and so 
close it sticks unto me. *'When thou passest 
through the waters, I will he with thee^ and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee ; 
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt 
not be burnt, neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee." David knew it, and therefore had a great 
value for it. " In thy light shall we see light," or 
we shall be enlightened by thy light. ** Thou 
wilt light my candle; the Lord my God will 
lighten my darkness." Again, *' The Lord is my 
lighf, whom shall I fear." It was his armour 
against all danger. It took fear away from him, 
and he was undaunted, because he was safe in the 
way of it. Of the same blessed Word he says 
elsewhere, " It is a lamp unto my feet, and a Ian- 
thorn to my paths." In short, a light to him in 
his way to blessedness. 

3. Obj. But if the Jews had this light, it does 
not follow that the gentiles had it also ; but by 
your doctrine all have it. 

Ans. Yes, and it is the glory of this doctrine 
which we profess, that God's love is therein held 
forth to all. And besides the tests cited in gene- 
ral, which are as full and positive as can be ex- 
pressed, the^ apostle is very particular in the sec- 
ond chapter^'of his Epistle to the Romans, " That 
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the gentiles having not the law, did by nature th 
things contained in the law, and were a law unt( 
themselves." That is, they had not an outwar(L 
law, circumstanced as the Jews had ; but they 
had the work of the law written in their hearts, 
and therefore might well be a law to themselves, 
that had the law in themselves. And so had the 
Jews too, but then they had greater outward helps 
to quicken their obedience to it ; such as God af- 
forded not unto any other nation : and therefore 
the obedience of the gentiles, or uncircumcision, is 
said to be by nature, or naturally, because it was 
.without those additional, external, and extraordi- 
nary ministries and helps which the Jews had to 
provoke them to duty. Which is so far from less- 
ening the obedient gentiles, that it exalts them in 
the apostle's judgment ; because though they had 
less advantages than the Jews, yet the work of the 
law written in their hearts, was made so much the 
more evident by the good life they lived in the 
world. He adds, their consciences bearing wit- 
ness, or as it may be rendered, witnessing with 
them, and their thoughts, meanwhile, accusing, or 
else excusing one another, in the day when God 
shall judge the secrets of all hearts by Jesus Christ, 
according to my Gospel. Which presents us with 
four things to our point, and worth our serious re- 
flection. First, that the gentiles had the law 
written in their hearts. Secondly, that their con- 
science was an allowed witness or evidence about 
duty. Thirdly, that the judgment made thereby 
shall be confirmed by the apostle's Gospel at the 
great day, and therefore valid and irreversible. 
Fourthly, that this could not be, if the light of this 
conscience were not a Divine and sufficient light : 
for conscience truly speaking, is no other that the 
ssnse a man hath, or judgment he maketh, of his 
duty to God, according to the understanding which 
God gives him of his will. And that no ill, but a 
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1 scriptural use may be made of this word 
nee, I limit it to duty, and that to a virlu- 
id holy life, as the apostle evidently doth, 
which we cannot miss, or dispute ; read 
s seventh, eighth, and ninth. It was to that 
therefore the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ de- 
sired to be made manifest, for they dared to stand 
the judgment of conscience, m reference to the doc- 
trine they preached and pressed upon men. The 
beloved disciple also makes it a judge of man's 
present and future state, under the term heart; 
viz ; for if our heart condemn us, God is greater 
than our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, 
if our heart condemn us not, then have we confi- 
dence towards God. Plain and strong words: 
and what were they afcout, but whether we love 
God, in deed* and in truth: and how must that 
appear? Why, in keeping his commandments, y 
which is living up to what we know. And if any ^ 
desire to satisfy themselves further of the divinity 
of the gentiles, let them read Plato, Seneca, Plu- 
tarch, Epictetus, Marcus Aurelius Antonkius, and 
the gentile writers. They will also find many of 
their sayings collected in the first part of a book, 
called ** The Christian Quaker,'' and compared 
with the testimonies of Scripture, not for their au- 
thority, but agreeableness. In them they may dis- 
cern many excellent truths, and taste great love 
and devotion to virtue ; a fruit that grows upon 
no tree but that of life, in any age or nation. 
Some of the most eminent writers of the first ages, 
such as Justin Martyr, Origen, Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, <fcc., bore them great respect, and thought 
it no lessening to the reputation of Christianity, 
that it was defended in many gentile authors, as 
well as that they used and urged them, to engage 
their followers to the faith, as Paul did the Athe- 
nians with their own poets. 
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SECTION VIL 

1. An objection ansicered about the various dispen^ 
saiions of God: the principle the same, 2- 
God^s work of a piece^ and Truth the same un-^ 
der divers shapes, 3. The reason of the preca- 
lence of idolatry, 4. The Q^uakers^ testimomf 
the best antidote against it, viz. : Walking by 
the Divine Spirit in man, 5. It was God's end 
in all his m,anifestations, thai man tnight be 
God's image and delight, 

1. Obj. But it may be said, If it were one ho- 
ly Spirit, why so many modes and shapes of reli- 
gion, since the world began? For the Patriar- 
chal, Mosaical, and Christian, have their great 
differences , to say nothing of what has befallen 
the Christian, since the publication of it to the 
world. 

Ans. I know not how properly they may be 
called divers religions, that assert the true God for 
the object of worship ; the Lord Jesus Christ for 
the only Saviour; and the light, or Spirit of 
Christ, for the great agent and means of man^s 
conversion and eternal felicity, any more than in- 
fancy, youth, and manhood, make three men, in- 
stead of three growths or periods of time, of one 
and the same man. But passing that, the many 
modes, or ways of God appearing to men, arise, 
as hath been said, from the divers states of men, 
in all which it seems to have been his main de- 
sign to prevent idolatry and vice, by directing 
their minds to the true object of worship, and 
pressing virtue and holiness. So that though me- 
diately he spoke to the patriarchs, mostly by an- 
gels in the fashion of men, and by them to their 
families, over and above the illumination in them- 
selves ; so to the prophets, for the most part, by 
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the revelation of the Holy Ghost in them, and by 
them to the Jews ; and since the Gospel dispensa- 
tion, by his Son, both externally, by his coming in 
the flesh, and internally, by his spiritual appear- 
ance in the sonl, as he is the great light of the 
world : yet all its Sowings mediately through 
others, have still been from the same Spirit, co- 
operating with the manifestation of it immediately 
in man's own particular. 

2. This is of great weight, for our information 
and encouragement, that God's work, in reference 
to man, is all of a piece, and in itself, lies in a 
narrow compass, and that his eye has ever been 
upon the same thing in all his dispensations, viz., 
to make men truly good, by planting his holy awe 
and fear in their hearts. Though he has conde- 
scended, for the hardness and darkness of men's 
hearts, to approach and spell out his holy mind to 
them, by low and carnal ways, as they may ap- 
pear to our more enlightened understandings ; suf- 
fering Truth to put on divers sorts of garments, 
the better to reach to the low state of men, to en- 
gage them from false gods and ill lives ; seeing 
them sunk so much below their nobler part, and 
what he made them, that like brute beasts, they 
knew not their own strength and excellency. 

3. And if we do but well consider the reason 
of the prevalency of idolatry, upon the earlier' and 
darker times of the world, of which the Scripture 
is very particular, we shall find that it ariseth 
from this ; that it is more sensual, and therefore 
calculated to please the senses of men ; being 
more outward or visible, or more in their own 
power to perform, than one more spiritual in its 
object. For as their gods were the workmanship 
of men's hands, they could not prefer them, that 
being the argument which did most of all gall 
their worshippers, and what of all things, for that 
reason, they were most willing to forget But their 
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incidency to idolatry, and the advantages it had 
upon the true religion with them, plainly came 
from this, that it was more outward and sensual : 
they could see the ohject of their devotion, and 
had it in their power to address it when they 
would. It was more fashionable too, as well as 
better accommodated to their dark and brutal 
state. And therefore it was, that God, by many 
afflictions and great deliverances, brought forth a 
people to endear himself to them, that they might 
remember the hand that saved ihem, and worship 
him, and him only ; in order to root up idolatry, 
and plant the knowledge and fear of him in their 
minds, for an example to other nations. Whoever 
reads Deuteronomy, which is a summary of the 
other four books of Moses, will find the frequent 
and earnest care and concern of that good man for 
Israel, about this very point ; and how often that 

[)eople slipped and lapsed, notwithstanding God's 
ove, care and patience over them, into the idola- 
trous customs of the nations about them. Divers 
other Scriptures inform us also, especially those of 
the prophets, Isaiah liv. and Iv. Psalms xxxvii. 
and cxv. and Jer. x., where the Holy Ghost con- 
futes and rebukes the people, and mocks their 
idols with a sort of holy disdain. 

4. Now that which is furthest from idolatry, 
and* the best antidote against it, is the Spirit of 
God we have spoken of; and the more people's 
minds are turned and brought to it, and they re- 
solve their faith, worship and obedience into the 
holy illuminations and power of it, the nearer they 
grow to the end of their creation, and consequent- 
ly to their Creator. They are more spiritually 
qualified, and become better fitted to worship God 
as he is : who, as we are told by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, is a Spirit, and will be worshipped in 
Spirit and in Truth, and that they are such sort 
of worshippers which God seeketh to worship 
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hmi, in this Gospel day. The hour cometh, saith 
he, and now is ; that is, some now do so, but more 
shall. A plain assertion in present, and a prom- 
ise and prophecy of the increase of such worship- 
pers in future. Which shows a change intended 
from a ceremonial worship and state of the church 
of God, to a spiritual one. Thus the text, *^But 
the hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor- 
shippers shall worship the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth." Which is as much as to say, when the 
worship of God shall be more inward than out- 
ward, and so more suitable to the nature of God, 
and the nobler part of man, his inside, or his in- 
ward and better man, for so those blessed words 
import, in Spirit and in Truth. In Spirit, that is, 
through the power of the Spirit. In Truth, that 
is, in realities, not in shadows, ceremonies, or for- 
malities, but in sincerity, with and in life, being 
Divinely prepared and animated ; which brings 
man not only to offer up right worship, but also 
into intimate communion and fellowship with 
God, who is a Spirit. 

5. And if it be duly weighed, it will appear 
that God in all his manifestations of himself, hath 
still come nearer and nearer to the insides of men, 
that he might reach to their understandings and 
open their hearts, and give them a plainer and near- 
er acquaintance with himself in Spirit : and there it 
is that man must seek and find the knowledge of 
God for his eternal happiness. Indeed, all things 
that are made, show forth the power and wisdom 
of God, and his goodness too, to mankind ; and 
therefore many men urge the creation to silence 
atheistical objections : but though all those things 
show a God, yet man does it above all the rest. 
He is the precious stone of the ring, and the most 
glorious jewel of the globe ; to whose reasonable 
use, service and satisfaction, the whole seems to 
be made and dedicated. But God's delight, by 
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whom man was made, we are told by the Holy 
Ghost, is in the habitable parts of the earth, with 
the sons of men, Prov. viii. 31. And with those 
that are contrite in spirit, Isaiah Ixvi. 1. And why 
is man his delight, but because man only, of all 
his works, was of his likeness. This is the inti- 
mate relation of man to God : somewhat nearer 
than ordinary ; for of all other beings, man only 
had the honour of being his image ; and by his re- 
semblance to God, as I may say, came his kin- 
dred with God and knowledge of him. So that 
the nearest and best way for man to know God, 
and be acquainted with him, is to seek him in 
himself, in his image; and as he finds that, he 
comes to find and know God. Now man may be 
said to be God's image in a double respect. First, 
as he is of an immortal nature ; and next, as that 
nature is endued with those excellencies in a 
small degree, and proportionable to a creature's 
capacity, that are by nature infinitely and incom- 
parably in his Creator. For instance, wisdom^ 
justice, mercy, holiness, patience, and the like. 
As man becomes holy, just, merciful, patient, &c., 
by the copy he will know the original, and by the 
workmanship in himself, he will be acquainted 
with the holy Workman. This, reader, is the 
regeneration and new creature we press. Gal. vi. 
15, 16, and according to this rule, we say men 
ought to be religious, and walk in this world. 
Man, as I said just now, is a composition of both 
worlds ; his body is of this, his soul of the other 
world. The body is as the temple of the soul, the 
soul the temple of the Word, and the Word the 
great temple and manifestation of God. By the 
body the soul looks into and beholds this world, 
and by the Word it beholds God, and the world 
that is without end. Much might be said of this 
order of things, and their respective excellencies, 
but I must be brief. 
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SECTION VIII. 

1. The doctrines of satisfaction and justification 
oicned and worded according to Scripture. 2, 
What constructions we cannot believe of them^ 
and which is an abuse of them. 3. Christ 
owned a sacrifice and a mediator, 4. Justif' 
cation twofold^ from, the guilt of sin, and from 
the power and pollution of it, 5. Exhortation 
to the reader upon the whole, 

1. Obj. Though there be many good things 
said, how Christ appears and works in a soul, to 
awaken, convince and convert it ; yet you seem 
not particular enough about the death and suffer- 
ings of Christ: audit is generally rumoured and 
charged upon you by your adversaries, that you 
have little reverence to the doctrine of Christ's 
satisfaction to God for our sins, and that you do 
not believe, that the active and passive obedience 
of Christ, when he was in the world, is the alone 
ground of a sinner's justification before God. 

Ans. The doctrines of satisfaction and justifi- 
cation, truly understood, are placed in so strict an 
union, that the one is a necessary consequence of 
the other, and what we say of them, is what 
agrees with the suffrage of Scripture, and for the 
most part in the terms of it; always believing 
that in points where there arises any difficulty, be 
it from the obscurity of expression, mis- transla- 
tion, or the dust raised by the heats of partial 
writers, or nice critics, it is ever best to keep close 
to the text, and maintain charity in the rest. I 
shall first speak negatively, what we do not own, 
which perhaps hath given occasion to those who 
have been more hasty than wise, to judge us de- 
fective in our belief of the efficacy of the death 
and sufferings of Christ to justification : 



40 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY REVIVEP. 

2. First, We cannot believe that Christ is the 
cause, but the effect of God's love, according tc^ 
the testimony of the beloved disciple, John, chap^ 
iii. God so loved the world, that he gave his only" 
begotten Son into the world, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. 

Secondly, We cannot say, God could not have 
taken another way to save sinners, than by the 
death and sufferings of his Son, to satisfy his jus- 
tice, or that Christ's death and sufferings were a 
strict and rigid satisfaction for that eternal death 
and misery due to man for sin and transgression; 
for such a notion were to make God's mercy little 
concerned in man's salvation ; and indeed we are 
at too great a distance from his infinite wisdom 
and power, to judge of the liberty or necessity of 
his actings. 

Thirdly, We cannot say Jesus Christ was the 
greatest sinner in the world, (because he bore our 
sins on his cross, or because he was made sin for 
us, who knew no sin) an expression of great lev- 
ity and unsoundness, yet often said by great 
preachers and professors of religion. 

Fourthly, We cannot believe that Christ's death 
and sufferings so satisfy God, or justify men, as 
that they are thereby accepted of God. They are 
indeed thereby put into a state capable of being 
accepted of God, and through the obedience of 
faith and sanctification of the spirit, are in a state 
of acceptance. We can never think a man justi- 
fied before God, while self-condemned ; or that 
any man can be in Christ who is not a new crea- 
ture , or that God looks upon men otherwise than 
they are. We think it a state of presumption and 
not of salvation to call Jesus Lord, and not by the 
work of the Holy Ghost; Master, and he not yet 
master of their affections ; Saviour, and they not 
saved by him from their sins ; Redeemerj and yet 
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they not redeemed by him from their passion, 
pride, covetousness, wantonness, vanity, vain hon- 
ours, friendships, and glory of this world ; which 
is to deceive themselves; for God will not be 
mocked, such as men sow, such they must reap. 
And though Christ did die for us, yet we must, 
by the assistance of his grace, work out our sal- 
vation with fear and trembling : as he died for 
sin, so we must die to sin, or we cannot be said 
to be saved by the death and sufferings of Christ, 
or thoroughly justified and accepted with God. 
Thus far negatively. Now positively what we 
own as to justification. 

3. We do believe that Jesus Christ was our 
holy sacrifice, atonement, and propitiation; that 
he bore our iniquities, and that by his stripes we 
were healed of the wounds Adam gave us in his 
fall ; and that God is just in forgiving true peni- 
tents upon the credit of that holy offering which 
Christ made of himself to God for us ; and that 
what he did and suffered, satisfied and pleased 
God, and was for the sake of fallen man, who had 
displeased God : and that through the offering up 
of himself once for all, through the eternal Spirit, 
he hath for ever perfected those (in all times) that 
were sanctified, who walked not after the flesh, 
but after the spirit, Rom. viii. 1. Mack that. 

4. In short, justification consists of two parts, 
or hath a two-fold consideration, viz. justification 
from the guilt of sin, and justification from the 
power and pollution of sin ; and in this sense jus- 
tification gives a man a full and clear acceptance 
before God. For want of this latter part it is, 
that so many souls, religiously inclined, are oftea 
under doubts, scruples, and despondencies, not- 
withstanding all that their teachers tell them of 
the extent and eflicacy of the first part of justifi- 
tion. And it is too general an unhappiness among 
the professors of Christianity, that they are apt to 
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cloak their own active and passive disobedience 
with the active and passive obedience of Christ. 

The first part of justification, we do reverently 
and humbly acknowledge, is only for the sake of 
the death and suflferings of Christ; nothing we 
can do, though by the operation of the holy Spirit, 
being able to cancel old debts, or wipe out old 
scores ; it is the power and efficacy of that propit- 
iatory ofiering, upon faith and repentance, that 
justifies us from the sins that are past ; and it is 
the power of Christ's spirit in our hearts, that pu- 
rifies and makes us acceptable before God. For 
until the heart of man is purged from sin, God 
will never accept of it. He reproves, rebukes and 
condemns those that entertain sin there, and there- 
fore such cannot be said to be in a justified state ; 
condemnation and justification being contraries. 
So that they that hold themselves in a justified 
state by the active and passive obedience of Christ, 
while they are not actively and passively obedient 
to the spirit of Christ Jesus, are under a strong 
and dangerous delusion; and for crying out a- 
gainst this sin-pleasing imagination, not to say 
doctrine, we are staged and reproached as deniers 
and despisers of the death and sufierings of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. But be it known to such, 
they add to Christ's sufferings and crucify to 
themselves afresh the Son of God and trample the 
blood of the covenant under their feet, who walk 
unholily under a profession of justification ; for 
God will not acquit the guilty, nor justify the dis- 
obedient and unfaithful. Such deceive themselves, 
and at the great and final judgment their sentence 
will not be, " Come ye blessed," because it can- 
not be said to them, ** Well done good and faith- 
ful," for they cannot be so esteemed who live and 
die in a reproveable and condemnable state j but, 
" Go ye cursed, &c." 

6. Wherefore, O my reader, rest not thyself 
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wholly satisfied with what Christ has done for 
thee in his blessed person without thee, but press 
to know his power and kingdom within thee, that 
the strong man, who has too long kept thy house, 
may be bound and his goods spoiled, his works 
destroyed and sin ended, according to 1 John iii, 
7. For which end, says that beloved disciple, 
Christ was manifested ; that all things may be- 
come new ; new heavens and new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells. Thus thou wilt come to 
glorify God in thy body and in thy spirit, which 
are his ; and live to him and not to thyself. Thy 
love, joy, worship and obedience ; thy life, con- 
versation and practice ; thy study, meditation and 
devotion, will be spiritual. The Father and the 
Son will make their abode with thee, and Christ 
will manifest himself to thee ; for the secrets of 
the Lord are with them that fear him ; and an 
holy unction or anointing have all those, which 
leads them into all truth, and they need not the 
teachings of men. They are better taught, being 
instructed by the Divine oracle. They are not 
bare hear-say, or traditional Christians, but fresh 
and living witnesses ; those that have seen with 
their own eyes, and heard with their own ears, 
and have handled with their own hands, the Word 
of life, in the divers operations of it, to their souls' 
salvation. In this they meet, in this they preach, 
and in this they pray and praise; behold the new 
covenant fulfilled, the church and worship of 
Christ, the great anointed of God, and the great 
anointing of God, in his holy high priesthood and 
offices in his church ! 
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SECTION IX. 

1. A confession to Christ and his work^ both in 
doing and suffering. 2. That ought 7iot to 
9nake void our belief and testimony of his imvard 
and spiritual appearance in the soul, 3. What 
our testimony is in the latter respect : that it is 
impossible to be saved by Christ without us, while 
we reject his work and power within us, 4. The 
dispensation of grace, in its nature and extent, 
5. A further acknowledgment to the death and 
sufferings of Christ, 6. The conclusion^ show- 
ing our adversaries^ tmreasonahleness, 

1. And lest any should say we are equivocal 
in our expressions, and allegorize away Christ's 
appearance in the flesh; meaning only thereby 
our own flesh ; and that as often as we mention 
him, we mean only a mystery, or a mystical sense 
of him, be it as to his coming, birth, miracles, suf- 
ferings, death, resurrection, ascension, mediation 
and judgment; I would yet add, to preserve the 
well disposed from, being staggered by such sug- 
gestions, and to inform and reclaim such as are 
under the power and prejudice of them : 

That we do, we bless God, religiously believe 
and confess, to the glory of God the Father, and 
the honour of his dear and beloved Son, that Jesus 
Christ took our nature upon him, and was like 
unto us in all things, sin excepted : that he was 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, the Roman governor, was crucified, dead, 
and buried in the sepulchre of Joseph of Arim- 
athea ; rose again the third day, and ascended in- 
to heaven, and sits on the right hand of God, in 
the power and majesty of his Father ; who will 
one day judge the world by him, even that blessed 
Man, Christ Jesus, according to their works. 
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2. But because we so believe, must we not be- 
lieve what Christ said, " He that is with you 
shall be in you." " I in them, and they in me,-' 
&c. '^ When it pleased God to reveal his Son in 
me." '* The mystery hid from ages, is Christ in 
the gentiles, the hope of glory." *' Unless Christ 
be in you, ye are reprobates ! " Or must we be in- 
dustriously represented as deniers of Christ's com- 
ing in the flesh, and the holy ends of it, in all the 
parts and branches of his doing and suffering, on- 
ly because we believe and press the necessity of 
believing, receiving and obeying his inward and 
spiritual appearance and manifestation of himself, 
through his light, grace and Spirit in the hearts 
and consciences of men and women, to reprove, 
convict, convert and change them 7 This we es- 
teem hard and unrighteous measure ; nor would 
our warm and sharp adversaries be so dealt with 
by others : but to do as they would be done to, is 
too often no part of their practice, whatever it be 

of ihoir profession. 

3. Yet we are very ready to declare to the 
whole world, that we cannot think men and wo- 
men can be saved by their belief of the one, with- 
out the sense and experience of the other ; and 
that is what we oppose, and not his blessed mani- 
festation in the flesh. We say that he then over- 
came our common enemy, foiled him in the open 
field, and in our nature triumphed over him that 
had overcome and triumphed over it in our fore- 
father Adam, and his posterity : and that as truly 
as Christ overcame him in our nature, in his own 
person, so by his Divine grace, being received and 
obeyed by us, he overcomes him in us : that is, 
he detects the enemy by his light in the con- 
science, and enables the creature to resist him, 
and all his fiery darts ; and finally, so to fight the 
good fight of faith, as to overcome him, and lay 
hold on eternal life. 
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4. And this is the dispensation of grace, which 
we declare has appeared to all, more or less; 
teaching those who will receive it, " to deny un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world ; look- 
ing for (which none else can justly do) the blessed 
hope and glorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ," &c. And as from the 
teachings, experience and motion of this grace we 
minister to others, so the very drift of our minis- 
try is to turn people's minds to this grace in them- 
selves, that all of them may be up and doing, even 
the good and acceptable will of God, and work out 
their salvation with fear and trembling, and make 
their high and heavenly calling and election sure ; 
which none else can do, whatever be their profes- 
sion, church or character : for such as men sow 
they must reap ; and his servants we are whom 
we obey. Regeneration we must know, or we 
cannot be children of God, and heirs of eternal 
glory. To be born again, another Spirit must 
prevail, leaven, season, and govern us, than either 
the spirit of the world, or our own depraved spir- 
its; and, this can be no other Spirit than that 
which dwelt in Christ ; for unless that dwell in 
us, we can be none of his, Rom. viii. 9. And this 
Spirit begins in conviction, and ends in conversion 
and perseverance ; and the one follows the other. 
Conversion being the consequence of convictions 
obeyed, a perseverance a natural fruit of conver- 
sion, and being born of God; ** For such sin not, 
because the Seed of God abides in them." But 
such, through faithfulness, continue to the end, 
and obtain the promise, even everlasting life. 

5. But let my reader take this along with him, 
that we do acknowledge that Christ, through his 
holy doing and suffering, for being a Son he learned 
obedience, has obtained mercy of God his Father 
for mankind, and that his obedience has an in* 
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fluence to our salvation, in all the parts and 
branches of it, since thereby he became a con- 
queror, and led captivity captive, and obtained 
gifts for men, with divers great and precious prom- 
ises, that thereby we might be partakers of the 
Divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world, through lust. I say, we do be- 
lieve and confess, that the active and passive 
obedience of Christ Jesus affects our salvation 
throughout, as well from the power and pollution 
of sin, as from the guilt, he being a conqueror as 
well as a sacrilSce, and both through suffering. 
Yet they that reject his Divine gift, so obtained, 
and which he has given to them, by which to see 
their sin and the sinfulness of it, and to repent and 
turn away from it, and do so no more ; and to 
wait upon God for daily strength to resist the fiery 
darts of the enemy, and to be comforted through 
the obedience of faith in and to this Divine grace 
of the Son of God, such do not please God, do not 
believe truly in God, nor are they in a state of 
true Christianity and salvation. *' Woman," said 
Christ, to the Samaritan at the well, ** hadst thou 
known the gift of God, and who it is that speak- 
eth to thee," &c. ' People know not Christ and 
God, "whom to know is hfe eternal," because 
they are ignorant of the gift of God, viz : "A man- 
ifestation of the Spirit of God is given to every 
man to profit withal ; " which reveals Christ and 
God to the soul. Flesh and blood cannot do it, 
Oxford and Cambridge cannot do it, tongues and 
philosophy cannot do it : for they who by wisdom 
k4iew not God, had these things for their wisdom. 
They were strong, deep and accurate in them ; 
but, alas ! they were clouded, puflfed up, and set 
further off from the inward and saving knowledge 
of God, because they sought for it in them, and 
thought to find God there. But the key of David 
is another thing, which shuts and no man opens, 
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and opens and no man shuts ; and this key have 
all they that receive the gift of God into their 
hearts, and it opens to them the knowledge of 
God and themselves, and gives them quite anoth- 
er sight, taste and judgment of things than their 
educational or traditional knowledge afforded 
them. This is the beginning of the new creation 
of God, and thus it is we come to be new crea- 
tures. 

And we are bold to declare, there is no other 
way like this, by which people can come into 
Christ, or be true Christians, or receive the advan- 
tage that comes by the death and sufferings of the 
Lord Jesus^ Christ. Wherefore we say, and upon 
good authority, even that of our own experience, 
as well as that of the Scriptures of Truth, Christ 
will prove no saving sacrifice for them who refuse 
to obey him for their example. They that reject 
the gift, deny the Giver instead of themselves for 
the Giver's sake. O that people were wise, that 
they would consider their latter end, and the 
things that make for the peace thereof! Why 
should they perish in a vain hope of life, while 
death reigns ; of living with God, who live not to 
him, nor walk with him? *Awake thou that 
sleepest in thy sin, or at best, in thy self-righteous- 
ness ! Awake, I say, and Christ shall give thee 
life ! For he is the Lord from heaven, the quick- 
ening Spirit, who quickens us by his Spirit, if we 
do not resist it and quench it by our disobedience, 
but receive, love and obey it, in all the holy lead- 
ings and teachings of it. Rom. viii. 14, 15. To 
which holy Spirit I commend my reader, that he 
may the better see where he is, and also come to 
the true belief and advantage of the doings and 
sufferings of our dear and blessed Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, who saves from the power and 
pollution, as well as guilt of sin, all those who 
hear his knocks, and open the door of their hearts 
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to him, that he may come in and work a real and 
thorough reformation in and for them. Thus the 
benefit, virtue and efficacy of his doings and suf- 
ferings without us, will come to be' Uvingly and 
effectually applied and felt, and fellowship with 
Christ in his death and sufferings known, accord- 
ing to the doctrine of the apostle; which, those 
who live in that which made him suffer, know 
not, though they profess to be saved by his death 
and sufferings. Much more might be said as to 
this matter, but I must be brief. 

6. To conclude this chapter, we wonder not 
that we should be mistaken, mis-construed and 
mis-represented, in what we believe and do to sal- 
vation, since our betters have been so treated in 
the primitive times. Nor indeed is it only about 
doctrines of religion ; for our practices in worship 
and discipline have had the same success. But 
this is what I earnestly desire, that however bold 
people are pleased to make with us, they Would 
not deceive themselves in the great things of their 
own salvation : that while they would seem to 
own all to Christ, they may not be found dis- 
owned of Christ in the last day. Read the 7th of 
Matthew : it is he that hears Christ, the great Word 
of God, and does what he enjoins, what he com- 
mands, and by his blessed example recommends, 
who is a wise builder, who has founded his house 
well, and built with good materials, and whose 
house will stand the last shock and judgment. Por 
which cause we are often plain, close and earnest 
with people to consider, that Christ came not to 
save them in, but from, their sins ; and that they 
who think to discharge and release themselves of 
his yoke and biirden, his cross and example, and 
secure themselves, and compliment Christ with his 
having done all for them (while he has wrought 
little or nothing in them, nor they parted with any 
thing for the love of him) will finally avV-ake in a 
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dreadful surprise, at the sound of the last trumpet, 
and at this sad and irrevocable sentence, *' Depart 
from me ye workers of iniquity, I know you not." 
May all timely avoid this terrible end, by heark- 
ening to wisdom's voice, and turning at her re- 
proof, that she may lead them in the ways of 
righteousness, and in the midst of the paths of 
judgment, that their souls may come to inherit 
substance ; even durable riches and righteousness, 
in the kingdom of the Father, world without end. 



SECTION X. 

1. Of the true worship of God, in what it stands. 
2, Of the true ministry, that it is by inspira- 
tion. 3. The Scripture plain in that case. 
4. Chrisfs ministers, true witnesses, they speak 
what they know, not by report. 5. Chrisfs 
9ninisters preach freely, it is one of their marks. 

1. As the Lord wrought effectually, by his Di- 
vine grace, in the hearts of this people, so he 
thereby brought them to a Divine worship and 
ministry; they came to experience Christ's words, 
viz. That God is a spirit, and that he would 
therefore be worshipped in the Spirit, and in the 
Truth, and that such worshippers the Father 
would seek to worship him. For bowing to the 
convictions of the Spirit in themselves, in their 
daily course of living, by which they were taught 
to eschew that which was made manifest to them 
to be evil, and to do that which was good, they, 
in their assembling together, sat down, and waited 
for the preparation of the holy Spirit, both to let 
them see their states and conditions before the 
Lord, and to worship him acceptably ; and as they 
were sensible of wants, or shortness, or infirmities, 
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SO in the secret of their own hearts, prayer would 
spring to God, through Jesus Christ, to help, assist 
and supply; but they did not dare to awaken their 
beloved before his time ; nor approach the throne 
of the King of glory, till he held out his sceptre ; 
nor take thought what they should say, or after 
their own or other men's studied words and forms, 
for this were to offer strange fire; to pray, but not 
by the Spirit ; to ask, but not in the name, that 
is, in the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
prayed, as well as spoke like one having authori- 
ty, that is, power, a Divine energy and force to 
reach and pierce the heavens, which he gives to 
all who obey his light, grace and Spirit, in their 
solemn waiting upon him. So that it is this peo- 
ple's principle, that fire must come from heaven, 
life and power from God, to enable the soul to 
pour out itself acceptably before him. And when 
a coal from his holy altar touches our lips, then 
can we pray and praise him as we ought to do. 
And as this is our principle, which is according to 
Scripture, so it is, blessed be God, our experience 
and practice ; and therefore it is we are separated 
from the worship of men, under their several 
forms, because they do not found it in the opera- 
tion, motion and assistance of the Spirit of Christ, 
but in the appointment, invention and framing of 
man, both as to matter, words and time. We do 
not dissent in our own wills, and we dare not 
comply against his will who has called us, and 
brought us to his own spiritual worship ; in obe- 
dience to whom we are what we are, in our sepa- 
ration from the divers ways of worship in the 
world. 

2. And as our worship stands in the operation 
of the Spirit of Truth in our inward parts, as be- 
fore expressed, so does our ministry. For as the 
holy testimonies of the servants of God of old, 
were from the operation of his blessed Spirit, so 
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must those of his servants be in every age, and 
that which has not the Spirit of Christ for its 
spring and source, is of man, and not of Christ. 
Christian ministers are to minister what they re- 
ceive : this is Scripture ; now that which we re- 
ceive is not our own, less another man's, but the 
Lord's. So that we are not only not to steal from 
our neighbours, but we are not to study or speak 
our own words. If we are not to study what we 
are to say before magistrates for ourselves, less are 
we to study what we are to say for and from God 
to the people. We are to minister, as the oracles 
of God ; if so, then must we receive from Christ, 
God's great oracle, what we are to minister. And 
if we are to minister what we receive, then not 
what we study, collect and beat out of our own 
brains, for that is not the mind of Christ, but our 
imaginations, and this will not profit the people. 

3. This was recommended to the Corinthians 
by the apostle Paul, 1 Cor. 14. that they should 
speak as they were moved, or a« any thing was 
revealed to them, by the Spirit, for the edification 
of the church ; for, says he. Ye may all prophesy; 
that is, ye may all preach to edification, as any 
thing is revealed to you, for the good of others, 
and as the Spirit giveth utterance. And as the 
Spirit must give Christ's ministers their utterance, 
those who are his, are careful not to utter any 
thing in his name to the people, without his Spir- 
it ; and by good consequence, they that go before 
the true guide, and utter words without the 
knowledge of the mind of the Spirit, are none of 
Christ's ministers. Such, certainly run, and God 
has not sent them, and they cannot profit the peo- 
ple. And indeed, how should they, when it is 
impossible that mere man, with all his parts, arts 
and acquirements, can turn people from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 
which is the very end and work of the Gospel 
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ministry. It must be inspired men, men gifted by- 
God, taught and influenced by his heavenly Spir- 
it, that can be qualified for so great, so inward, 
and so spiritual a work. 

4. Ministers of Christ are his witnesses, and 
the credit of a witness is, that he has heard, seen 
or handled. And thus the beloved disciple states 
the truth and authority of their mission and min- 
istry. *' That which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon and our hands have handled, that declare, 
we unto you, that your fellowship may be with 
us, and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ." I say, if Christ's 
ministers are his witnesses, they must know what 
they speak ; that is, they must have experienced, 
and passed through those states and conditions 
they preach of, and practically know those truths 
they declare to the people, or they come not in by 
the door, but over the wall, and are thieves and 
robbers. He that has the key of David comes in 
at the door, Christ Jesus, and has his admission 
and approbation from him, anointed by him, the 
alone high Priest of the Gospel dispensation. He 
it is that breathes, and lays his hands, upon his 
own ministers ; he anoints them, and recruits their 
cruse, and renews their horn with oil, that they 
may have it fresh, for every occasion and service 
he calls them to, and engages them in. 

5. Nor is this all, but as they receive freely, 
freely they give; they do not teach for hire, di- 
vine for money, nor preach for gifts or rewards. 
It was Christ's holy command to his ministers to 
give freely, and it is our practice. And truly we 
cannot but admire that this should be made a 
fault, and that preaching for hire should not be 
seen to be one ; yea, a mark of false prophets, when 
it has been so frequently and severely cried out 
upon, by the true prophets of God in former time^, 
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I would not be uncharitable, but the guilty are de- 
sired to call to mind, who it was that offered mon- 
ey to be made a minister, and what it was for ; if 
not to get money and make a trade or livelihood 
by it ; and what answer he met with from the 
apostle Peter, Acts viii. 18, 19, 20. The Lord 
touch the hearts of those who are giving money to 
be made ministers, in order to live by their preach- 
ing, that they may see what ground it is they 
build upon, and repent, and turn to the Lord, that 
they may find mercy, and become living witnesses 
of his power and goodness in their own souls ; so 
may they be enabled to tell others what God has 
done for them, which is the root and ground of 
the true ministry ; and this ministry it is that God 
does bless. I could say much on this subject, but 
let what has been said suffice at this time, only I 
cannot but observe, that where any religion has a 
strong temptation of gain to induce men to be 
ministers, their is great danger of their running 
faster to that calling, than becomes a true Gospel 
minister. 

1. Obj. But does not this sort of ministry and 
worship tend to make people careless, and to raise 
spiritual pride in others, may it not give an occa- 
sion to great mischief and irreligion ? 

Answ. By no means, for when people are of 
age, they, of right, expect their inheritances; and 
the end of all words is to bring people to the great 
Word, Christ Jesus, and then the promise of God 
is accomplished ; ^^ They shall be all taught of 
me, from the least to the greatest, and in right- 
eousness (pray mark that) they shall be estab- 
lished, and great shall be their peace." To this 
declaration of the evangelical prophet, the beloved 
disciple agrees, and give a full answer to the ob- 
jection: *' These things have I written unto you, 
concerning them that seduce you. But the anoint- 
ing, which ye have received of him, abideth in 
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you, and ye need not that any man teach you, 
but as the same anointing teacheth you, of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie ; and even as it 
hath taught you, ye shall abide in him/' In 
which, three things are observable; first, that he 
wrote his epistle upon an extraordinary occasion, 
viz. to prevent their delusion. Secondly, That he 
asserts a nearer and superior minister than him- 
self, viz. the anointing or grace they had received; 
and that not only in that particular exigency, but 
in all cases that might attend them. Thirdly, 
that if they did but take heed to the teachings of 
it, they would have no need of man's directions, 
nor fear of his seducings : at least of no ministry 
that comes not from the power of the anointing ; 
though I rather take the apostle in the highest 
sense of the words : thus also the apostle Paul to 
the Thessalonians ; " But as touching brotherly 
love, ye need not that I write unto you; for ye 
yourselves are taught of God to love one another." 
But helps are useful, and a great blessing, if from 
God , such was John the Baptist's ; but remember 
he pointed all to Christ, *' Lo the Lamb of God ! " 
** I baptize you with water, but he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost arid with fire." And so 
the true ministry does. And while people are sen- 
sual, and under such an eclipse, by the interposi- 
tion of sin and satan, God is pleased to send forth 
his enlightened servants to awaken and turn them 
from the darkness to the light in themselves, that 
through obedience to it, they may come to be 
children of the light; and have their fellowship 
one with another in it, and an inheritance at last, 
with the saints in light for ever. 

And as it is the way God iias taken to call and 
gather people, so a living and holy ministry is of 
great advantage, to watch over, and build up the 
young, and comfort and establish the feeble and 
simple ones. But still I say, the more inward, 
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the less outward; the more people come to be 
taught immediately of God, by the light of his 
Word and Spirit in their hearts, the less need of 
outward means : read Isaiah xvi. 19, 20. Which 
is held by all to be a Gospel promise, and the sun 
and moon there are generally understood to mean 
the external means in the church. Compare them 
with John i. 13. Rom. i. 19. 1 Cor. ii. 11. 15. 
1 Thess. iv. 9. 1 John ii. 20. 27. Rev. xxi. 22, 23, 
24. All which places prove what we assert of the 
sufficiency and glorious privilege of inward and 
spiritual teachings. And most certainly, as men 
grow in grace, and know the anointing of the 
Word in themselves, the dispensation will be less 
in words (though in words) and more in life : and 
preaching will in great measure be turned into 
praising, and the worship of God more into walk- 
ing with, than talking of, God; for that is wor- 
ship indeed, which bows to his will at all times, 
and in all places ; the truest, the highest worship, 
man is capable of in this world. And it is that 
conformity that gives communion, and there is no 
fellowship with God, no light of his countenance 
to be enjoyed, no peace and assurance to be had, 
further than their obedience to his will, and a 
faithfulness to his Word, according to the manifes- 
tation of the light thereof in the heart. 

I say, this is the truest and highest state of wor- 
ship ; for set days and places, with all the solem- 
nity of them, were most in request in the weakest 
dispensation. Altars, arks and temples, sabbaths 
and festivals, &c. are not to be found in the wri- 
tings of the New Testament. There, every day 
is alike, and every place is alike; but if there 
were a dedication, letnt be to the Lord. Thus the 
apostle, but he plainly shows a state beyond it, for 
to live (with him) was Christ, and to die was 
gain ; for the life he lived, was by the faith of the 
Son of God, and therefore it was not he that lived, 
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but Christ that lived in him; that is, that ruled, 
conducted, and bore sway in him, which is the 
true Christian life, the supersensual life ; the life 
of conversion and regeneration ; to which all the 
dispensations of God and ministry of his servants 
have ever tended, as the consummation of God's 
work for man's happiness. Here every man is a 
temple, and every family a church, and every 
place, a meeting-place, and every visit a meeting. 
And yet a little while and it shall be so yet more 
and more ; and a people the Lord is now prepar- 
ing to enter into this sabbath or degree of rest. 

Not that we would be thought to undervalue 
public and solemn meetings ; we have them all 
over the nation where the Lord has called us. 
Yea, though but two or three of us be in a corner 
of a country, we meet, as the apostle exhorted the 
saints of his time, and reproved such as neglected 
to assemble themselves. But yet show we unto 
thee, O reader, a more excellent way of worship ; 
for many may come to those meetings, and go 
away carnal, dead and dry ; but the worshippers 
in spirit and in Truth, whose hearts bow, whose 
minds adore the eternal God, who is a Spirit, in 
and by his Spirit, such as conform to his will, and 
walk with him in a spiritual life, they are the 
true, constant, living and acceptable worshippers; 
whether it be in meetings or out of meetings; and 
as with such, all outward assemblies are greatly 
comfortable, so also do we meet for a public testi- 
mony of religion and worship, and for the edifica- 
tion and encouragement of those who are yet 
young in the truth, and to call and gather others 
to the knowledge of it, who are yet going astray; 
and blessed be God, it is not in vain, since many 
are thereby added to the church, that we hopo 
and believe shall be saved. 
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SECTION XL 

1. Against tithes, 2. Against all swearing, 3. 
Against war among Christians- 4. Against 
the salutations of the times. 5. And for plain- 
7f.ess of speech, 6. Against mixed marriages, 

7. And for plainness in apparel^ ^c. No sports 
a7id pastimes after the manner of this world. 

8. Of observing days, 9. Of care of the poor ; 
peace and conversation, 

1. As God has been pleased to call us from a 
human ministry, so we cannot for conscience sake 
support and maintain it, and upon that score, and 
not out of humour or covetousness, we refuse to 
pay tithes, or such-like pretended dues, concern- 
ing which, many books have been written in our 
defence. We cannot support what we cannot ap- 
prove, but have a testimony against; for thereby 
we should be found inconsistent with ourselves. 

2. We dare not swear, because Christ forbids 
it ; Mat. V. 34. 37. and James, his true follower. 
It is needless as well as evil, the reason of swear- 
ing being untruth, that men's yea was not yea. 
Swearing was used to awe men to truth speaking, 
and to give others satisfaction that what was 
sworn, was true. But the true Christian's yea 
being yea, the end of an oath is answered, and 
therefore the use of it is needless, superfluous and 
Cometh of evil. The apostle James taught the 
same doctrine, and the primitive Christians prac- 
tised it, as may be seen in the Book of Martyrs ; 
as also the earliest and best of the reformers. 

3. We also believe, that war ought to cease 
among the followers of the Lamb Christ Jesus, 
who taught his disciples to forgive and love their 
enemies, and not to war against them, and kill 
them ; and that therefore the weapons of his true 
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followers are not carnal but spiritual; yea miglity, 
through God J to cut down sin and wickedness^ 
aud dethrone him that is the author thereof. Arid 
as this is the most Christian, so the most rational 
way; love and persuasion having more force than 
weapons of war. Nor would the worst men easi- 
ly be brought to hurt tliose that they really think 
love them. It is love and patience that must in 
the end have the victory. 

4 We dare not give worldly honour, or u?e 
the frequent and modish salutations of the times, 
seeing plainly, that vanity, pride, and ostentation, 
belong to them. Christ also forbad them in his 
dajj and made tlie love of them a mark of declen- 
sion from the simplicity of purer times ; and his 
disciples, and their followers obeyed their Master's 
precept. It is not to distinguish ourselves as'a 
party, nor out of pride^ iiUbreeding or humour, 
but in obedience to the sight and sense we have 
received from the Spirit of Christj of the evil rise 
and tendency thereof 

5, For the same reason we have returned to 
the first plainness of speechj viz, thou and thee, to 
a single person^ wliich though men give no other 
to God, tliey will hardly endure it from us. It 
has been a great test upon pride, and shown the 
bhnd and weak insides of many. This also is out 
of pure conscience, whatever people may think or 
say of lis for it. We may he despised, and hare 
been so often, yea^ very evilly entreated, bttt we 
are now better known, and people better informed. 
In short, it is also both Scripture and grammar, 
and we have propriety of speech for it, as well as 
peace in it. 

G. We cannot allow of mixed marriages, that 
is, to join with such as are not of our Society j but 
oppose and disown them, if at any time any of our 
profession so grossly err from the rule of their 
communion ; yet restore them upon sijicere repen- 
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tance, but not disjoin them. The book I wrote of 
the rise and progress of the people called Quakers, 
is more full and express herein. 

7. Plainness in apparel and furniture, is anoth- 
er testimony peculiar to us, in the (Jegree we have 
borne it to the world ; as also few words, and be- 
ing at a word. Likewise temperance in food, and 
abstinence from the recreations and pastimes of 
the world ; all which we have been taught, by the 
Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ, to be according to 
godliness ; and therefore we have long exhorted 
all, that their moderation may be known unto all 
men, for that the Lord is at hand, to enter into 
judgment with us for every intemperance or ex- 
cess ; and herein we hope we have been no ill ex- 
amples, nor scandal unto any that have a due 
consideration of things. 

8. We cannot, in conscience to God, observe 
holy days, (so called)* the public fasts and feasts, 
because of their human institution and ordination, 
and that they have not a Divine warrant, but are 
appointed in the will of man. 

9. Lastly, We have been led by the good 
Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ, of which I have 
treated in this discourse, according to primitive 
practice, to have a due care over one another, for 
the preservation of the whole Society, in a conver- 
sation more suitable to their holy profession. 

First, In respect to a strict walking both to- 
wards those that are without, and those that are 
within ; that their conversation in the world, and 
walking in and towards the church, may be 
blameless. That as they may be strict in the 
one, so they may be faithful in the other. 

Seconly, That collections be made to supply 
the wants of the poor, and that care be taken of 
widows and orphans, and such as are helpless, as 
well in counsel as about substance. 

Thirdly, That all such as intend to marry, if 
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they have parents j or are undet the direction of 
guardians or trusteeSj are obhgedj first to declare 
to them their intentionj and have their consent 
before they propose it to one another, and the 
meeting they relate to, who are also careful to ex- 
amine their clearness, and being satisfied with it, 
they are by them allowed to solemnize their mar- 
riage in a pnblic select meetings for that purpose 
appointed, and not otherwise ; whereby all clan- 
destine and indirect marriages are prevented 
among ns. 

Fourthly, And to the end that this good order 
may be observed j for the comfort and edification 
of the Society, in the ways of truth and soberness, 
select meetings, of care and business, are fixed in 
all parts where we inhabit, which are held month- 
ly, and which resolve into Quarterly Meetings, 
and those into one Yearly Meeting, for our better 
communication one with another, in those things 
that maintain piety and charity; that God, who 
by his grace, has called us to be a people to his 
praise, may have it from us, through his beloved 
fSon, and our ever-blessed and only Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ, for he is worthy, worthy, now and 
even Amen. 

Thus, reader, thou hast the character of the 
people called Uuakcrs^ in their doctrine, worship, 
ministry, practice and discipline: compare it with 
Scripture and primitive example, and we hope 
thou wilt find, that this short discourse hath, in 
good measure, answered the title of it, viz, 
*^ Primitive Christianity revived, in the principles 
and practice of the people called Quakers.'' 
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